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B. Key Stage 3 & 4 programmes of study: where the lesson fits in  

This lesson addresses the following aspects of the Key Stage 3 & 4 Citizenship programme of study. 

Strand 1: Knowledge and understanding about 
becoming informed citizens 

Strand 2:  Developing skills of enquiry and 
communication 

Strand 3:  Developing skills of participation 
and responsible action 

Students should be taught about: 
1.a) the legal and human rights and 

responsibilities underpinning society and how 
they relate to citizens 

1.b) the origins and implications of the diverse 
national, regional, religious and ethnic 
identities in the United Kingdom and the need 
for mutual respect and understanding 

 

Students should be taught to: 
2.a) research a topical political, spiritual, moral, 

social or cultural issue, problem or event by 
analysing information from different sources, 
including ICT-based sources, showing an 
awareness of the use and abuse of statistics 

2.b) express, justify and defend orally and in 
writing a personal opinion about such issues, 
problems or events 

2.c) contribute to group and exploratory class 
discussions 

Students should be taught to: 
3.a) use their imagination to consider other 

people's experiences and be able to think 
about, express, explain and critically evaluate 
views that are not their own 

3.b) negotiate, decide and take part responsibly in 
school and community-based activities 

3.c) reflect on the process of participating 

 

Contents 
A: About the lesson 
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A. About the lesson 

In this lesson, students will begin to explore the key aspects of Britishness, as a way of laying the foundations for investigating and participating in the issues 
and themes within the Great Britons Learning Programme. This will be facilitated through examining the elements of Identity and Diversity, which comprise a 
citizen’s Britishness. Throughout the lesson, students will have the opportunity to name, describe, compare and evaluate the different elements of a citizen’s 
Britishness. These include, culture, religion, traditions, ethnicity, values, aspirations, ambitions and hopes. This lesson is designed to be one hour long. NB 
Each lesson has material resources and a PowerPoint guide that can be used in the lesson.    
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C. Lesson plan 
 

Learning questions (AfL)  

1. What do the terms ‘Identity’, ‘Diversity’ and Britishness mean? 
2. What are the key aspects of a citizen’s Britishness’? 
3. Why do ideas and key aspects of Britishness differ from person to person? 

Learning outcomes: by the end of the lesson, all/most/some students will be able to: 
Cross referenced to Bloom’s taxonomy (Section D) 

All: BT1, BT2 
1. All students will be able to define in 

personalised basic terms their; Identity, 
Diversity and Britishness 

2. All students will be able to name and 
describe at least four key aspects of a 
citizen’s Britishness 

Most: BT3, BT4, BT5 
3. Most students will be able to distinguish 

between different definitions of Identity, 
Diversity and Britishness 

4. Most students will be able to suggest and 
compare different aspects of a citizen’s 
Britishness 

5. Most students will demonstrate an understating 
that there are no fixed definitions of Identity, 
Diversity and Britishness as these terms are 
fluid 

 

Some: BT6, BT7, BT8 
6. Some students will be able to assess why 

specific key aspects of Britishness are more 
applicable to certain individuals 

7. Some students will be able to justify why the 
key aspects of Britishness they have been 
exploring are the best to represent a citizen’s 
Britishness 

8. Some student will be able to formulate new 
ways of defining a citizen’s Britishness 

Key concepts Identity, Diversity, Britishness 

Key skills & 
cross-curricular 
links  
(including ICT) 

 
Literacy, Religious Education 
 

Assessment (AfL) 
 Questioning  Feedback Self and peer 

review 
Optional 
homework 

 
Write a small questionnaire for friends and family 
on what key aspects they think comprise their 
Britishness 

Learning activities and timings (including learning styles visual, auditory, kinaesthetic) Learning 
outcomes Resources 

1. Stimulus: (0-15 mins: 5 minutes for each concept) 
• Initial mind map that explores the key concept terms: Identity, Diversity and Britishness. This will be assisted 

LO 1, 3, 5 
 

Mind mapping tools 
in PowerPoint guide  
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through prompt cards provided in the resource section of this lesson. In this initial discussion, students will be 
encouraged to think outside of their ‘comfort zones’ in terms of accepting that there will be a variety of definitions and 
that this is part of the exploration process and of understanding that the concepts of Identity, Diversity, Britishness are 
subjective. Each concept could be discussed through individual mind-maps, which could be done on flip chart paper 
and used as an ongoing frame of reference.  

 
2. Activation/Connection: (15 mins) 
• Commonalities game. The instructions for this game are included in the resources section for this lesson. After having 

played the game, students should be questioned using Bloom’s taxonomy. The focus of this questioning should be 
on: 
- Naming types of commonalities 
- Suggesting ways in which citizens share common ground 
- Proposing ways in which citizens who do not share all the same commonalities can find common ground (e.g. 

through values) 
- Evaluating and justifying what diverse communities need to do in order to live harmoniously  

 
3. Exposition/Exploration/Development:  (20 mins) 
• Britishness – Key Elements. In groups students will be given two packs: 

- One set of the key words students are going to be exploring that relate to concepts and perceptions of 
Britishness. These key words are: Culture, Religion, Traditions, Ethnicity, Values and Aspirations 

- One set of images. Please note teachers are encouraged to use newspapers as well and to allow students to 
cut out pictures they feel best fit the key words they are focusing on. 

• In small groups students discuss what the images are. They should gain a range of people’s views and opinions 
about them. Students will have around five minutes to have this discussion 

• Students should then take the key words and put each of them with one of the images. Students can only put one 
image with one key word. Again they will have around five minutes to do this 

• Students should note down justifications as to why they have put each image with each key word. This could be done 
using Bloom’s taxonomy 
 

4. Consolidation/Plenary: 
• Students can consolidate their learning and demonstrate they have fulfilled the learning outcomes in the following 

ways: 
- Just a minute – Students are invited to choose between one and six elements of a citizen’s Britishness and 

talk for one minute without pause or hesitation about why that dimension can represent a citizen’s 
Britishness. Playing the game with flexibility on the number of elements a student talks about ensures the 
plenary is inclusive and that the differentiated learning outcomes are met 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LO 1, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LO 2, 4, 6, 
7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LO1-8 
 

 
R1 Prompt words 
 
Flip chart paper 
 
 
 
 
Paper plates,  
 
Commonalities 
game rule sheet in 
PowerPoint guide 
 
 
 
 
 
R2. Key words  
 
R3. Key images  
 
Paper to record 
justifications  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paper for 
Britishness Bingo  
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- Britishness Bingo – Students write down on a piece of paper which four of the six elements discussed relate 
to what makes up their own Britishness. They then have to find other students in the room who share the 
same aspects of Britishness – students must get examples as they go along (e.g. example of why someone 
chooses culture). The first student to tick off all four elements wins. However in order for that student to win a 
prize they must be able to give examples of both their own and the other students they have conferred with – 
no examples no win! 

 
 

D. Bloom’s taxonomy: Examples of differentiated learning outcomes & questioning techniques (BT = Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Bloom’s taxonomy is used within the learning programme as a tool to enhance students’ learning and raise their attainment by ensuring they develop and 
utilise higher order thinking skills. The taxonomy is also used as an integral part of differentiation by learning outcome, to ensure that the learning programme 
is both inclusive and rigorous. 

Knowledge  
(All - BT1) 

Comprehension  
(All - BT2) 

Application  
(Most - BT3) 

Analysis  
(Most - BT4) 

Synthesis  
(Some - BT5) 

Evaluation  
(Some - BT6) 

Arrange 
Define 
Describe 
Know 
List 
Match 
Name 
Order 
Quote 
Recognise 
Recall 
Repeat 

Characterise 
Classify 
Complete 
Describe 
Discuss 
Establish 
Express 
Identify 
Illustrate 
Recognise 
 

Apply 
Calculate 
Choose 
Demonstrate 
Solve 
Suggest 

Analyse 
Categorise 
Compare 
Contrast 
Differentiate 
Discriminate 
Distinguish 
Examine 
Explore 
Investigate 
Question 
 

Combine 
Compose 
Consolidate 
Construct 
Create 
Formulate 
Hypothesise 
Integrate 
Organise 
Plan 
Propose 
Synthesise 
Write 

Argue 
Assess 
Critique 
Defend 
Estimate 
Evaluate 
Examine 
Inspect 
Judge 
Justify 
Rank 
Value 

What? 
 
Who? 
 
Where? 
 

How? 
 
Why? 

How is...an example 
of...? 
 
How is...related to...? 
 
Why is...significant? 

What are the parts or 
features of...? 
 
How does.... 
compare/contrast 
with...? 

What would you 
predict/infer from...? 
 
What ideas can you add 
to...? 
 

Do you agree...? 
 
What do you think 
about...? 
 
What is the most 
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When?  
What evidence can you 
list for...? 

How would you 
create/design a new...? 
 

important...? 
 

 


